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We are postponing 

resumption of in-person 

worship. Please see  

page 3 for details. 
 

Visit the church website for 

our weekly online worship 

and up-to-date                     

information. 

Wednesdays 

in July and August 
 

Introducing our newest way          
to grow in faith! 

See page 7 for Zoom Meeting details and more information. 

https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/
https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/
https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/
https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/


 

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” — Luke 10:29 

 

Dear people of God,  

What does it mean to be a neighbor? When Jesus says to “love your neighbor as yourself,” the question 

Christians have tried to figure out is how we do that. Who is my neighbor?  

Before the verse listed above, Jesus and a teacher of religious law are having a discussion about the greatest 

commandments, which Jesus summarizes as 1) love God and 2) love your neighbor. Pretty simple, right? But 

then the teacher wants to justify himself, and asks the question about who is his neighbor. So Jesus tells the 

Parable of the Good Samaritan (the one about a traveler who is beaten and left to die by the side of the 

road). Jesus wants to know who the teacher believes acted in the most 

neighborly way — those who passed him by or the lowly Samaritan who stopped 

to give aid. The teacher answers, “the one who showed mercy.” Mercy can also 

mean kindness and compassion.  

We’ve had to learn a different way of being kind, compassionate, and loving 

during this pandemic, haven’t we? Before this time, we could name multiple 

ways: feeding those who are hungry; caring for those who are lonely, grieving, 

and in pain; welcoming strangers; and so on. This work is still happening, and it 

has been amazing to witness! But with the challenges of COVID-19 in our world, 

we have also been given a new way to be kind, to care, and to love those we come into contact with right 

now: following the guidelines that keep people safe, and doing things like social distancing, wearing a mask, 

washing our hands properly (remember, say the Lord’s Prayer!), and being careful about our personal 

contact with others, especially those who are at-risk. It means ultimately thinking about other people and 

how this disease could impact them, even when it might mean sacrificing our own comfort.  

Over the last month, I’ve thought of these measures as layers of protection that we do for the sake of others. 

While some of these measures have become politicized, I’m going to ask you not to see this whole topic as a 

political debate. Instead, ask yourself how your actions can most represent being a good neighbor. Ask 

yourself, “How can I show mercy, kindness, and compassion to others today?” Because if there’s one thing 

that we all need right now, it’s more neighborly care as we look out for one another. 

And let us always remember that we follow the God who asks us to be good neighbors, to be compassionate, 

loving, merciful forces for good in the world. This is the God who first was our neighbor, who filled our lives 

with kindness, mercy, and love.  

Blessings to you, neighbors of God! 

Peace, 

Pastor Aaron Richter 
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“How can I 

show mercy, 

kindness, and 

compassion to 

others today? 
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During Worship Services 

 Words for the liturgy and songs will be on the screen. 

 As singing out loud is a known spreader event, the 

songs will be videotaped (just as they are now for  

online worship) and shown on the screen. We ask 

that you hum or just read along.   

 Communion will be a safe-distancing event. More 

information on this process will be available soon. 

 If you feel overcome by wearing your mask, please 

feel free to go outside and refresh at any time. 

After Worship Services 

 To maintain safe distancing, please allow ushers to 

show you out, starting with the back rows. 

 Please dispose of your wipes, etc., in the trash cans to 

lessen cleanup for your fellow members. 

Additional Information 

 There will be no snacks or drinks provided. 

 If you know you are ill or even feel slightly ill, please 

enjoy worship at your home.  

 Triumphant is purchasing and installing an air 

purification system that will improve air quality, 

eliminate odors, and remove viruses and bacteria 

over time. See #2 below.   

 There are generally three ways of getting Covid-19: 

1. Surfaces – Cleaning before and after worship. 

2. Air impurity -- Our new air purification system will 

kill 90% of viruses in about an hour from onset and 

100% over time. This is the best system available.            

It is used in the White House. 

3. Close proximity -- Nothing immediately protects 

against any of: direct contact, direct sneezing or 

coughing, or forced air from loud talking or singing             

if any occur for more than 10 or 15 minutes — even 

from an asymptomatic person. That is why, in 

addition to the new air purification system and 

sanitizing the surfaces, for now we will wear masks, 

practice safe distancing, and stay home if we feel 

unwell or unsure.  

So, the word is:  SAFETY – SAFETY – SAFETY.                      

Let us all enjoy our worship time together,                           

but let us also all be smart. Thank you. 

Your Church Council 

Safety Measures for In-Person Worship 

W e had planned to begin in-person worship on 

July 12. But now, as of June 29, we have 

exponentially-increasing COVID-19 cases, new guidance 

from the governor, a request from the bishop to wait on 

holding in-person worship, and a delay in receipt of our 

new air purifying systems. So out of an abundance of 

caution for the safety of our congregation, Council has 

determined there will be no in-person worship until 

further notice. This article describes the planned safety 

measures for when we do resume in-person worship.  

 CDC and local guidelines and instructions for 

gatherings will be followed: face masks required for 

all attendees, 6-foot distancing, wellness checks as 

people arrive, and requiring use of hand sanitizer 

immediately upon entry into the Fellowship Hall (FH). 

 Surfaces will be thoroughly sanitized before and after 

all worship services. 

 An enhanced air purification system is being installed. 

See Additional Information below.  

Before Worship Services   

 Chairs, tables, and all hard surfaces (such as door 

handles) will be sanitized at least one hour before 

each worship service. We have some new equipment 

to help streamline this process. 

 Ushers, and perhaps others, will be taking 

temperatures with touchless thermometers at each 

of the two doors into the FH, asking if you are feeling 

well, etc. 

 Masks will be required for entrance into the FH. 

Please prepare accordingly. Here are worship 

alternatives if you can’t or don’t wish to wear a mask: 

 You may continue to worship online. 

 An FM simulcast will reach out for 1,000 feet if 

you would like to remain in your car on church 

property for the service. 

 Hand sanitizer and sanitizing wipes will be available at 

the entrance of the FH. We ask that you use the hand 

sanitizer. The wipes will be available for individual 

use, as needed. 

 FH chairs will be pre-arranged into groups of 2, 4,  

and 5. Obviously the initial setup will not be perfect, 

so chairs may have to be moved to accommodate 

your family. Attend to it yourself, remembering the  

6-foot rule, or ask an usher for assistance. 

https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/sunday-worship


Early Childhood Programs 

Marilyn Winters 

 

Both Preschool and Mother’s Day Out will remain closed 

at this time. We look forward to returning to serve our 

ECP families and community in the fall. For updates, 

please check the church website often. 

Preschool’s summer camps have been cancelled. If your 

child was registered for either camp, you will be 

notified by Kristin Miller, Preschool Director.  

Mother’s Day Out hopes to reopen on August 24. 

We want to ensure the health safety of our staff and 

students and will have appropriate guidelines in place 

when our programs resume. 

Preschool and Mother’s Day Out Fall Registration is 

open. Registration instructions and forms are available 

on our website. Click here for Preschool registration. 

Click here for MDO registration. Registration will 

continue until all classes are full. If you have any 

questions, please send an email to Preschool Director 

Kristin Miller or MDO Director Vernell Theilengerdes. 

 
Evangelism 

Nancy Molter 

 

 

Stewardship 

Jessica Anderson 

 

 

Congregational Life 

Becky Sonnen 

 

 

 

Servant Outreach 

Amy Coronado 

 

God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort. 
He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort 
others. — 2 Corinthians 1:3b-4a 

Spreading Positivity 

Each Tuesday and Saturday for the next several weeks, 

we will offer an idea of a type of picture you can share on 

Facebook. We all love to see pictures that make us smile 

as we learn more about our church family! Let’s spread 

positivity as a way to show love to our neighbors. 

School Supply Drive with RACAP (Randolph Area 

Christian Assistance Program) 

It's hard to believe, but school is just around the corner!  

Although we don't know exactly what school will look this 

year, one thing we are certain of is that there are many 

children in our community who will 

be in need of basic school supplies 

to help them be successful in a 

classroom or at home. Last year, we 

were able to donate 129 bags filled 

with school supplies — let's see if 

we can beat that this year!  

This month, we are asking for 

monetary donations to purchase 

supply kits. A donation of $10 will 

provide an elementary supply kit, 

and $5 will provide a junior 

high/high school kit. Any donation amount is much 

appreciated! Donations can be made through the 

Tithe.ly app on your phone, via text giving (simply text 

the word “give” to our secure number 833-563-0421), 

through the church website, or by sending a check to the 

church. Thanks again for your amazing generosity to the 

children of our community! 

 

Ministry Support 

Jerry Guebard 

Council News 
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https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/
https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/preschool
https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/mdo
mailto:preschool@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:preschool@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:mdo@triumphantlutheran.org
https://www.facebook.com/TriumphantLutheran/
https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/giving


  

5 

Council News 

Worship and Music 

Ken Smith 

 
Property and Resources 

Cody Whitaker 

 
Discipleship 

Aaron Theilengerdes 

 

Council Executive Board 
 

President 

Dennis Feuge 

 
Vice President 

John Gallo 

 

 

Secretary 

Brian Krauss 

 

 

Financial Secretary 

Doug Hammerstrom 

 

Treasurer 

Jim Moreland 

 

 

 

 July 5: Jeremiah 31: 1 - 7 

 “I have loved you with an 
everlasting love; I have 
drawn you with unfailing 
kindness.” 

 Ezekiel 37:1 - 14 

 “I will make breath
 
enter you, 

and you will come to life.” 

 

July 12: Matthew 13:1 - 9 

 The Parable of the Sower:  
“Whoever has ears, let them 
hear.” 

 

July 19: Matthew 13:24 - 30 

 The Parable of the Weeds: 
“The kingdom of heaven is 
like a man who sowed good 
seed in his field.” 

 

July 26: Matthew 13:31 - 33, 44 - 52 

 The Parables of the Mustard 
Seed and the Yeast:              
“Though it is the smallest of 
all seeds, when it grows, it is 
the largest of garden plants.” 

 “The kingdom of heaven is 
like yeast.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31%3A+1+-+7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A1+-+14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A1+-+9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A24+-+30&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A31+-+33%2C+44+-+52&version=NIV


Church Life Updates 

2020 Vacation Bible School 

The Vacation Bible School leadership team has decided to cancel 

our 2020 Vacation Bible School. Due to the unpredictable nature 

of the COVID-19 virus and the number of safety accommodations 

needed, we are not confident that we can 

deliver a safe and inspiring event, and we 

feel that the best course of action is to 

cancel. While this is not what we hoped for, 

we are certain that this is the right decision. 

We are saddened that we will not be able 

to gather for a week to learn songs and 

stories about what God has done for us, but 

look forward to the summer of 2021 when 

we will gather for Vacation Bible School 

again. Scripture reminds us that God is present in difficult times, 

so we remain sure that God continues to be in and around us 

regardless of where we are, what we are doing, or how we are 

feeling. 

 

Mother’s Day Out 

Out of an abundance of caution, we have decided to cancel the 

MDO Summer Session. The Fall Session will begin on Monday, 

August 24. Click here for registration information. We look 

forward to returning to serve our children and their families. 

 

Altar Flowers 

Even though we are not worshiping at the church together just 

yet, we are still worshiping together online. The flowers that you 

see on your screen continue to be a way for you to add a touch 

of beauty to the services. If you would like to provide Altar 

flowers, please send an email to Sharilyn Krauss. She will make 

sure your flowers are on screen for the service and then make 

arrangements with you so you may enjoy them at 

home. Thank you! 
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Take control of your money 

with                                             

Financial Peace University! 

 

You still have time to sign up! 
 

This nine-lesson course uses biblical 

wisdom and common sense to help you 

tackle budgeting, pay off debt, and 

make your money work for you! FPU 

includes a year of free online resources 

through Financial Peace Membership. 

Join today! 
 

Our next course was to begin on 

Sunday, June 21. It has been postponed 

a few weeks. Start date is still TBD. The 

class time will remain on Sundays from 

4:30pm — 6pm in the Fellowship Hall, 

where there is plenty of room for 

everyone to spread out. 
 

Click here to register or get updates. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/mdo
mailto:newsletter@triumphantlutheran.org
https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/fpu
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY8lCKmE4rurIus63YqdDZA
https://triumphantlutheran.podbean.com/
https://triumphantlutheran.podbean.com/
https://triumphantlutheran.podbean.com/


 

T 
hroughout our months-long dealings with COVID-19, things remain uncertain with possible devastating 

and far-reaching effects. Much in our lives has changed, yet much hasn’t. We still live in a broken world. 

Now we get to add the hurricane season, riots, wildfire season, and drought to the mix. We know that 

disease, death, and destruction are parts of life. Life is uncertain, and we are often anxious about something. 

All through the Bible, we read that “the Lord is near.” God was with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  God 

camped with the Israelites in a tent in the wilderness. Jesus (Emmanuel) came to be with us, and then sent the 

Holy Spirit to comfort us. In life’s hard moments, Jesus is near. We can talk to Him about our concerns. He is so 

near that we can find peace which makes no sense in the midst of our situation. The Lord is near. When we 

realize that He is near, we can approach life differently. We can realize that nothing has really changed. The Lord 

is, was, and always will be near. 

Amid all our recent challenges, I think of Isaiah 40:31: “But they that hope in the Lord shall renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” Everyone I 

encounter lately is tired, fully exhausted, and weary in 

their soul. Can you relate? If so, this passage in Isaiah is 

comforting, and we can learn something from it. It 

reminds us that there is a way to soar like eagles in our 

tired and weary world — that is, namely, our hope in 

Jesus.   

When we’re weary, it is quite tempting to attribute it to 

the pace of our world – the internet, our cell phones, 

the 24/7 news cycle, and especially when it focuses on 

COVID-19 and riots. Compounded by our new ways to 

get things done and new responsibilities (like teaching 

our children their school lessons or perhaps cooking more frequently) we are weary. Although the reasons are 

different, the reality is the same as in Isaiah’s day.  The antidote is the same as well – HOPE, specifically in our 

Lord God. This hope alone sets in motion the notion of walking, even running, without weariness. 

Have you ever seen an eagle soar?  I’ve only seen this in movies and documentaries, but it looks beautiful, 

graceful, and simply effortless. Instead of madly flapping their wings, eagles depend on wind currents to gain 

altitude. In other words, they trust and hope on what is below and around them to soar. That same beautiful 

reality is available to our tired and weary selves. If we but trust and hope in the God who not only created the 

eagles but us as well, we can feel His love and embrace His comforting presence. 

Psalm 42:5 states: “Why are you downcast o my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will 

yet praise Him, my Savior and my God.” This hope never fades or fails. True hope isn’t like wishing upon a star or 

asking a genie for a wish. Our hope is based on a God who cares about our hopes and dreams for He 

knows our hearts intimately. Dare to trust and hope in Him completely and reap His rewards. 
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True Hope 
By Rose-Marie Smith 

 

 

 



Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than 

yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also the interests of others.      

— Philippians 2:3 – 4  NIV 

O 
kay, we all have that saying that our parents used 

when they wanted to make a point. My mom’s 

favorite saying was, “Do what is best for all 

concerned.” I wonder if she knew that she and Paul were on 

the same page. I am still guided by her words some 50+ 

years later (she started on me VERY YOUNG). At first, I didn’t 

like hearing those words. They meant that I was the one 

making decisions for my actions. Sometimes I didn’t think 

things through all the way — have you ever done that? The 

results were not always pleasant! As I grew older and began 

to see the wisdom of her words, I was often reminded that 

she was only looking out for my best interests. This got me 

to thinking. (You knew that was coming!) 

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he 

will not turn from it. —Proverbs 22:6  NIV 

I would like to think that my mom is happy with the way I have turned out. There are a lot of her 

lessons that still stick with me. Mostly, she taught me that my words have the power to hurt or to 

heal, and that the choice is mine. Now, I don’t always get it right, but I strive to be on the heal end of 

the spectrum. If I have unintentionally hurt someone, I am sorry. As I think about Mom’s lessons 

throughout my lifetime and the lessons Jesus teaches throughout the Word, I am struck by their 

similarity and base value:  love your neighbor. In fact, love your neighbor more than you love 

yourself! Ouch, do I put the emphasis on the right party of the directive? If I am honest, not always.  

Sorry, Mom. 

We have no idea how, in fact, we constantly influence one another by our words, by the very 

“tonality” of our personality. — Alexander Schmemann (1921 – 1983) 

The Good Steward hears and responds to words every day. It is in responding to those words that we 

witness to the world about our faith and faithfulness. It is up to us to do the right thing for all 

concerned even when we don’t want to, such as wearing a mask in public places (ugh), or declining 

an invitation we would rather accept because we have a prior commitment, or listening to 

the fears and frustrations of our neighbors. Join me as I continue to learn about doing the 

right thing, and what that looks like for all concerned! 9 

The Good Steward 
By Mary Gandolfo 

 





1 Christi Brinkman, Jessica Henderson, 

Ashly Koch, Elizabeth Lee 

2 Todd Arvidson 

4 Gordon Hengst, Aaron Richter 

6 Pete Holland, Natalie St.Clair 

8 Jesse DuParc, Sandra Roberts 

10 Faith Cruz, Regina Halamuda,          

Shawn Lowe 

11 Kayley Wade 

12 Barbara Abbott, Gail Brown, Sheila 

Fetter, Alex Geleske 

13 Walter Brown, Kathy Frost, Don 

Johnson, Ethel Loitz, Chris Skinner 

14 Travis Zipp 

15 Micaela Lleverino 

18 Luke Feutz 

19 Carys Ayala-Scharf 

20 Alex Neuzil, Cindy Walters 

22 Robin Titus 

24 Yvonne Brinkman, Rick Snyder 

25 Rodney Lee 

26 Tim Fetter, Andrew Henderson 

27 Charles Beierle, Mildred Henry,        
Janice Pfotenhauer 

28 Brandon Crawford, Max Gonzales, 
Bruce Kilhefner 

29 Alyssa Weinhardt 

30 Brandon Cantwell, Kaitlyn Coronado 

  

  

  

 

 

James L. Rash (Friend of Jerry Guebard) 
+5-22-2020 

Irene Bruns (Sister of Bennie Syamken)    
+5-23-2020 

Charles Koch (Friends of the Schultzes)       
+6-6-2020 

Richard Baring (Cousin of John Schultz)      
+6-7-2020 

Elaine Marbach (Friend of the Baumanns) 
+6-10-2020 
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Anniversaries & Birthdays 

4 Jesus & Mariam Melendez 

11 Ron & Lois Glazener 

11 Brad & Kristin Miller 

14 Mark & Suzanne Schroeder 

18 Hal & Regina Halamuda 

18 Stephen & Jane Johnson 

18 Ken & Susan Weber 

25 Chad & Lisa Theilengerdes 

26 Mark & Heather Hanson 

26 Courtney & Evan Webb 

 

Note the Deadline for the    
August 2020 Trumpet 

 

Monday                      
July 20, 2020 

 

Send Submissions to:                                                   
newsletter@triumphantlutheran.org 

mailto:newsletter@triumphantlutheran.org


21315 Bat Cave Road 

San Antonio, TX  78266 

We Grow in Christ to Serve Others. 

Triumphant Lutheran Worship Services 

Click here for online worship on YouTube. 

 Facebook Premiere Worship: Sundays at 8:30am 

 Facebook Premiere Worship: Sundays at 11:00am 

Preschool: Closed for the Summer 

MDO: Closed for the Summer 

 

Website: triumphantlutheran.org 

(210) 651-9090                  

Church Emails 
 

Pastor Aaron Richter 

pastoraaron@triumphantlutheran.org 
 

Deacon Chris St. Clair 

deaconchris@triumphantlutheran.org 
 

Sharon Hopkins, Administrator 

administrator@triumphantlutheran.org 
 

Carol Snyder, Music Director 

musicarol820@gmail.com 
 

Sharilyn Krauss, Editor/Webmaster 

newsletter@triumphantlutheran.org 
 

Kristin Miller, Preschool Director 

preschool@triumphantlutheran.org 
 

Vernell Theilengerdes, MDO Director 

mdo@triumphantlutheran.org 
 

Frank Fogg, Sexton 

sexton@triumphantlutheran.org 
 

Cindy Carlile, Accounts Payable 

bookkeeper@triumphantlutheran.org 
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