
 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

[P] Pastor    [AM] Assisting Minister    [C] Congregation     

 
PRELUDE    “I Am the Resurrection” The Praise Band 
 

GREETING 
[P] Alleluia! The Lord is risen! 
[C] He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
[P]  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
[C] And also with you. 
 

Lighting of the Paschal Candle 
 

The light of the Paschal Candle symbolizes that the Light of Lights, Jesus Christ, who appeared to be 
extinguished on Good Friday, is alive. The candle will burn for the next 40 days to remind us that Jesus 
was present visibly for 40 days before he ascended into heaven. Following the Ascension celebration, the 
candle will be re-lighted at every Baptism, symbolizing the new life that comes to us through Baptism, and 
also at every funeral to remind us that God welcomes his children back to live forever with him. 

 

[P]  May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the darkness in our hearts. 
[C] Light of God, brighten the darkness of our lives with the presence of your risen Son. 
 

GATHERING HYMN                        “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”                   
 

Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia! 
where the angels ever sing.  Alleluia! 

 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 

praise him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia! 
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Easter Announcement 
 

[AM] Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he has risen!  
 The Lord is risen! 
[C] He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  
 

A Litany for Easter 
 

[AM] It is the Day of Resurrection! Let us join in prayer to God Almighty. 
[C]  Alleluia! Christ is risen and lives forever more!  
 
[AM]  As you led the disciples and Mary Magdalene to view the empty grave: 
[C] so lead us again to their testimony of the resurrection. 
 
[AM]  As you made your Son present to Mary and later to the disciples: 
[C]  so make Jesus present to us who worship this day. 
   
[AM]  You, O God, have prepared a celebration of joy: 
[C]  bring all people together around the living Christ. 
 
[P]  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
[C]  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY    
[P] O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious 

resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may 
live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

[C] Amen. 

 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:1-6 
 

At that time, says the LORD, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my 

people. 

2 Thus says the LORD: 

The people who survived the sword 

    found grace in the wilderness; 

when Israel sought for rest, 
3     the LORD appeared to him from far away. 

I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

    therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 
4 Again I will build you, and you shall be built, 

    O virgin Israel! 

Again you shall take your tambourines, 

 



 

 

    and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 
5 Again you shall plant vineyards 

    on the mountains of Samaria; 

the planters shall plant, 

    and shall enjoy the fruit. 
6 For there shall be a day when sentinels will call 

    in the hill country of Ephraim: 

“Come, let us go up to Zion, 

    to the LORD our God.” 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 
 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 

Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His 

appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards 

shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I 

know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has been 

raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 

‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you 

will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great 

joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they 

came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be 

afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

 

SERMON      
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Thine is the Glory”  
 

Thine is the glory, risen, conqu’ring son; 
endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won! 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 
 

                                 Refrain:    Thine is the glory, risen, conqu’ring son; 
endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won! 

 

Lo, Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb! 
Lovingly he greets thee, scatters fear and gloom; 

let his church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing, 
                                            for the Lord Now liveth; death hath lost its sting!   (Refrain) 

 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 

make us more than conqu’rors, through thy deathless love; 
                                          bring us safe through Jordan, To thy home above.    (Refrain) 
 

 



 

 

EASTER CREED 
 

[P] Once you were no people; now you are Easter people. 
 Do you believe in God the Father? 
[C] Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
[P] Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
[C] Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the  
 power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 

 
[P] Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
[C] Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
[P] Is it your desire to continue to live as Easter people? 
[C] We will continue to celebrate the presence of God’s love in our lives. We will continue to 

grow with each other in Christ, our risen Lord.  
 We will live as Easter people. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE     
After each petition:      [AM]    Lord in your mercy       [C]    Hear our prayer. 
    

SHARING GOD'S PEACE 
 

GATHERING OF GIFTS & SPECIAL MUSIC“All Because of Jesus” The Praise Band 
          

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,   As we forgive those 
 hallowed be thy name,              who trespass against us; 
 thy kingdom come,     And lead us not into temptation, 
 thy will be done,          but deliver us from evil. 
  on earth as it is in heaven.    For thine is the kingdom, 
Give us this day our daily bread;       and the power, and the glory 
 and forgive us our trespasses,                    forever and ever. Amen.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  

BENEDICTION 
 

DISMISSAL  
[AM] Go in peace. Serve the risen Christ.   
[C] Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 

POSTLUDE “My Redeemer Lives” The Praise Band 

 
 

 


