
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

[P] Pastor     [AM] Assisting Minister     [C] Congregation 
 

INTRODUCTION 
[P] In this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all 

that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were committed at 

Baptism, God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our lives continue with us because 

of his love for us in Jesus, our Savior. On Maundy Thursday, this struggle becomes rooted in the 
blessings of our loving and serving God.  

 

Within the Church, God gives peace and new life. We receive forgiveness from God in confession. 
This absolution we should not doubt, but firmly believe that thereby our sins are forgiven before God 
in heaven, for it comes to us in the name and by the command of our Lord. 

 

We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to each 

other as Jesus became our servant. Jesus teaches this as he washes the feet of those who followed 
him, even the one who betrays him.  

 

In Holy Communion, the members of Christ’s body participate in his love. Tonight we remember our 

Lord’s last supper with his disciples as we eat the bread and share the cup of this meal. Together 

we receive the Lord’s gift of himself and participate in that new covenant which makes us one in 

him. The Eucharist is the promise of the great banquet we will share with all the faithful when our 
Lord returns, the culmination of our reconciliation with God and each other. 
 

This night leads us to tomorrow, Good Friday, where we see God’s love most fully on the cross. And 
so, as we worship tonight, we will hear from those who stood near the cross.  

 

MONOLOGUE “Joseph of Arimathea” Dave Abraham 
 

GATHERING HYMN “What Wondrous Love” 
 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss  
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,  

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,  
When I was sinking down, sinking down,  

When I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing: 

To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I Am, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
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And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing his love for me,  
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And through eternity I’ll sing on. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
[P] Let us make confession to God. 
[C] Almighty God, merciful Father: 

I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you 
all my sins and iniquities with which I have offended you 
and for which I justly deserve your punishment. 
But I am sorry for them, and repent of them, 
and pray for your boundless mercy. 
For the sake of the suffering and death of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; 
forgive my sins, 
give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life, 
and bring me to life everlasting. Amen 

 

[P] Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. 
Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us and gives us power to proclaim the mighty deeds of God 
who called us out of darkness into the splendor of his light. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 

sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

[C] Amen 
 

MONOLOGUE “The Centurion” Chris St.Clair 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY    

[P]  Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all people, and in the 
washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service. Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these signs of our life in faith may speak again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh our bodies, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

[C] Amen. 
 

GOSPEL:  John 13:1-17, 31b-35  

[P] The Gospel of the Lord. 
[C]  Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “A New Commandment” 
 

A new commandment I give unto you,  
that you love one another as I have loved you, 
that you love one another as I have loved you. 
By this shall people know you are my disciples: 

If you have love for one another; 
By this shall people know you are my disciples:  

if you have love one for another. 
 

MONOLOGUE “Mary, the Sister of Martha and Lazarus” .......................... Amy Coronado 



 

THE PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
 

[AM] Lord Jesus Christ, we often see Peter’s reluctance to have you wash his feet as our hesitation in all 

things spiritual, for you end up touching the physical. You end up touching us. Give us the courage 
to let you touch us, head to toe. Let us love one another:  

[C] As Christ has loved us. 
 

[AM] Lord Jesus Christ, you command us to wash each other’s feet. The indignity never ends! Yet we 

know what to ask. Give us the courage to touch one another, for the sake of healing, head to toe. 
Let us love one another:  

[C] As Christ has loved us. 
 

[AM] Holy Spirit, courage-giver, teach us how to bend our knees, fold our hands, and lift up our eyes to 
the loving Father, who cared so much that He sent us His Son to die for us. We cannot match the 
humiliation of Jesus, but we give thanks for His holy work on our behalf. Let us love one another:  

[C] As Christ has loved us. 
 

[AM] Heavenly Father, you single us out for love of such depth and beauty that we can scarcely stand it, 
or understand it. For the love of us, you gave your only Son! Let us love one another:  

[C] As Christ has loved us. 
 

[AM] Your new commandment, Lord Jesus, is to love one another as you have loved us. When you kneel 
before us, towel in hand, we know we are not worthy. Wash us anyway. Make us humble. Help us 

be each other’s keeper. Let us love one another:  

[C] As Christ has loved us. 
 

[P] Though we remember we are dust and to dust we shall return, we remember that we are your 
precious dust.  

[C] Amen. 
 

SHARING GOD'S PEACE 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                          

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING     
[AM] Faithful God, you walk beside us in wilderness places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from 

heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  

[C] Amen. 
 

MONOLOGUE “John, the Disciple that Jesus Loved” Gordon Hengst 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING   
[P]  The Lord be with you. 
[C]  And also with you. 
 

[P] Lift up your hearts. 
[C] We lift them to the Lord. 
 
[P]  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
[C] It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,      As we forgive those 
 hallowed be thy name,              who trespass against us; 
 thy kingdom come,     and lead us not into temptation, 
 thy will be done,          but deliver us from evil. 
  on earth as it is in heaven.   For thine is the kingdom, 
Give us this day our daily bread;       and the power, and the glory 
 and forgive us our trespasses,                    forever and ever. Amen.   

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

PRAYER 
[AM]  Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament, you strengthen us with the saving power of your suffering, 

death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of 
your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

[C]   Amen. 
 

MONOLOGUE “Mary, the Mother of Jesus” Allison Moreland 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
[P]  Stripping the altar is an ancient custom of the Church done on Maundy Thursday. After the Last  

 Supper, less than twenty-four hours remained in our Lord’s earthly life. Events moved rapidly: prayer 

in Gethsemane, betrayal by Judas, arrest, trial, painful beating, the trudge to Golgotha, and 
execution. As His life was stripped from Him, so we strip our altar of the signs of comfort and life to 
symbolize His suffering and death.  

 
Psalm 22 is read.   
 
 

The blessing and dismissal are omitted.  All depart in silence. 
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