
Settling In and New Routines

We have been in the US for six months now. Since school started
the boys have appreciated having zoom lessons with their teachers instead of

being taught by mom and dad. This August marked the first in the past four
years we have not welcomed a group of jet-lagged young adults who

were nervously excited about being in Australia. What once felt temporary is
now shaping daily routines that are becoming a strange new way of

finding normalcy. 

Country Coordinators Meeting: We don't have a volunteer program this year.
However, that means we have new work priorities and along with it comes the
opportunity to meet with fellow country coordinators more frequently than before. We
are really glad to have these connections in the midst such isolating times. 



A Grim Comparison - Covid Here and There
We are staying here in Texas which, coincidentally, has about the same
population as the entire country of Australia. The numbers paint a grim portrait
of how the virus has been handled up until October 1st.

Australia - 27,063 total cases of Covid-19 with 882 deaths
Texas - 739,222 total cases of Covid-19 with 15,533 deaths

To understand the differences in these numbers is to understand the significant
cultural differences between our countries. Australians have experienced rigid
travel restrictions, lockdowns in hot spot areas, and have felt the economic
effects of all of this. Texans have also felt some of these effects. However the
value of collective health in Australia in conjunction with the value of individual
freedom in the US has made for a staggering difference in death rates.

To be sure, there are pros and cons to each approach and local characteristics
that shape political decisions and outcomes. But at the end of the day, the
death toll numbers beg us to question what we value and what it means to be
people who worship the Giver of life.



For the remainder of 2020 Young Adults in Global Mission is running a Pay it
Forward campaign. Even though there is no volunteer program this year, we
are working and hoping to have a strong program on the other end of this Covid
pandemic. And we need your help to do so. If you are willing and able to give,
your money will help support young adults who are seeking to put their faith to
work in the world for good. We live in such a polarizing time. Yet the young
adults we get to walk alongside want to grow in understanding -- of the familiar,
their neighbor, and themselves.  

At the time of writing we've raised $840, and each country program has a goal
of raising $15,000. Thank you so much if you've already given. If you are an
individual and wish to to give to the Australia program please click on the link
above. If you are part of a congregation and wish to give please
visit ELCA.org/YAGMgive.

Do you know anyone who is 21-29 years of age that might be
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interested in serving with the Young Adults in Global Mission
(YAGM) program? If you know of individuals or congregations

who might be interested in hearing from YAGM themselves, send
us an email so we can put you in touch with one of 4 alumnae

who are currently meeting virtually with folks about the program.
Applications for the 2021-22 cohort open November 1. Find out

more about YAGM by clicking here. 

Some recent family pictures - (L-R) Silas and Ezra got caught in a big TX
downpour while trying to play basketball. - Ezra started American kindergarten
online and so far it's going well! - We took a day trip to the beach and were the
only ones there with a cricket set. - Even with pandemic restrictions, we loved

celebrating Henry's (big) birthday last week!

Please join with us in praying: 

Please continue to pray for our family - for encouragement in this
uncertain time, for connections with friends (like you!) while we
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wait, for a keen sense of God's presence, guidance, and love.

We pray prayers of lament as we watch so many people hurting in
this season - lost loved ones to Covid, lost income, lost homes
and livelihoods to the wild fires, a sense that we are losing
our country to fear and extremism. 

We pray for the ELCA as it continues to make decisions about global
mission work, our program and placement included, amidst this
worldwide pandemic and the resulting restrictions.
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