
In the Threshold - Neither Here Nor There
Threshold would be an accurate way of describing our current location. We are neither in
Australia, the home we know, nor do we feel settled in the US right now. We are somewhere in
between. For now, the threshold is our home. Our family has been in the US since mid-March
where the Covid-19 outbreak has been getting worse. Australia has done far better.

It is difficult not to feel stuck. While our daily routine is fairly flexible, our activities are pretty
predictable: homeschool for the boys, work when we can, coping with the daily reality of
displacement and disruption in a place that isn't home. But there is also opportunity: to stay
connected to people in Australia, to rethink ministry, what it means to be the church in America
today, and how to live in community when divisions seem so prevalent. 

As a family we have been trying to name the things we are grateful for lately. Doing this reminds
us of how God has provided in the past and places us in God's care as we wait. 

New skill development: Pre-
recorded sermons.
Oddly enough, before Covid-19
happened we had been planning to
be in the US for the month of July on
home assignment. During this time
we would have visited family and
friends as well as supporting
congregations.

Since this has been cancelled we
have had the opportunity to
prerecord special greetings and
sermons for a few of our supporting
congregations. While the process
still feels a bit strange, we are
thankful for the chance to share.

We have to allow ourselves to be drawn out of "business as usual" and remain patiently on
the “threshold" where we are betwixt and between the familiar and the completely

unknown. There alone is our old world left behind, while we are not yet sure of the new
existence. That's a good space where genuine newness can begin. Get there often and stay

as long as you can by whatever means possible. It's the realm where God can best get at
us because our false certitudes are finally out of the way. This is the sacred space where

the old world is able to fall apart, and a bigger world is revealed.
— Richard Rohr

We use this quote every year at our volunteers' final retreat as they leave behind their
Australia home and await what is next in the US. This year we are finding this quote to be



particularly powerful for us personally and as we look at broader society. Perhaps it speaks
to you too?  

For the most part the kids are doing alright and enjoying their life here. They seem deeply content but
also express that they miss home, seeing friends, various toys and things we left behind. We have had
some big discussions about what home means and what it means to carry the people you love in your

heart. Please pray for them, for all of us, as we continue to navigate the uncertainties of this time.

Like many families in the US, we have seen a significant increase in the amount of screen
time each day. The boys have been keeping up with the Australia school calendar (which



has just finished the second term). Since Covid-19 has been kept at bay in South Australia,
schools have returned to in-person instruction. Therefore, we have found video and online
tools to help keep up with the boys' education. In the photos above: Silas was able to video
call his classmates in Australia one evening and Ezra participates in a pre-recorded reading
lesson from his teacher.  

Prayers: 
We offer our prayers for you, friends and family, as you continue to navigate the difficulties
of this quarantine time and cope with the ways life has been impacted by Covid-19. We
pray for your health, strength and endurance in this time.
We also pray for our supporting congregations and worshiping communities. As you
discern new and creative ways to minister to one another and be the church in your
contexts, we pray for new energy and insight into the ways in which God is calling you. 
We ask for prayers as we wait for an undetermined period of time for news on when we
might be able to return to Australia. Please pray for encouragement and that our trust
would be strengthened.   


