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Worship Opportunities 

 In person on Sundays at                

10am in the Fellowship Hall 

 Pre-recorded services on 

Facebook  and YouTube 

 Live Stream services online 

each Sunday at 10am 

https://www.facebook.com/TriumphantLutheran
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY8lCKmE4rurIus63YqdDZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ChBSFbG3vWw&t=7s


Dear people of God,  
 
It occurred to me that when this newsletter goes out, we will still be in the Christmas season. The twelve days of the 
Christmas season will finish up on January 5, giving us a chance to celebrate the God who is born into our world for a 
little longer.  
 
Maybe having twelve days reminds us that the birth of Jesus makes a difference for more than one day, for each day of 
our lives. Maybe having twelve days reminds us that God is in our lives and in our world, and that God is never apart 
from us. Maybe having twelve days reminds us that if God has shown up into the world, God can keep showing up.  
 
This poem by farmer and poet Wendell Berry makes me think of our God who shows up in our everyday lives, using the 
imagery of walking out to his barn: 
 

Remembering that it happened once,  
We cannot turn away the thought,  
As we go out, cold, to our barns  
Toward the long night’s end, that we  
Ourselves are living in the world  
It happened in when it first happened,  
That we ourselves, opening a stall  
(A latch thrown open countless times  
Before), might find them breathing there,  
Foreknown: the Child bedded in straw,  
The mother kneeling over Him,  
The husband standing in belief  
He scarcely can believe, in light  
 
 
 
May God find you in every ordinary moment of your life.                                                  
And may you recognize that those moments are holy.  
 

Hoping in Christ,  

Pastor Aaron Richter 

 

Pastor Aaron’s 
Message 
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That lights them from no source we see,  
An April morning’s light, the air  
Around them joyful as a choir.  
We stand with one hand on the door,  
Looking into another world  
That is this world, the pale daylight  
Coming just as before, our chores  
To do, the cattle all awake,  
Our own white frozen breath hanging  
In front of us; and we are here  
As we have never been before,  
Sighted as not before, our place  
Holy, although we knew it not. 
— Wendell Berry 



Greetings, Members of TLC! 

When I was thinking about what to write for my first Trumpet article as TLC Council President, my thoughts 

first went to the outgoing members of Council that have served in various capacities the last four years.  

Many thanks to Dennis Feuge, Brian Krauss, Marilyn Winters, Nancy Molter, and Jerry Guebard for your 

steadfast and faithful approach to your duties while on Council. The 2020 Church Council had a lot of hard 

decisions to make this last year due to the impacts of Covid-19. As we move 

out of the pandemic, we can be thankful for God’s many blessings he has 

shown us as a church and community during these tough times. 

A Bible verse that has helped me through all this has been Philippians 2:3, “Do 

nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard 

one another as more important than yourselves.” It is this verse that has 

guided my thinking during the pandemic. To see it implemented every day by 

members of this congregation makes me very grateful to have been chosen to 

lead the Church Council this year. This year will be an exciting year for our 

congregation as there are many opportunities to serve our Lord and one 

another in the various ministries we have to offer. The Council Ministry Team 

leads will be focusing on creating goals within their ministries that will drive 

our mission statement, “We Grow in Christ to Serve Others!”   

Be on the look out for information on how to serve in our ministries. Many blessings to everyone this New 

Year! 

John Gallo 

TLC Council President 

President’s Perspective 
By John Gallo                     

Council President 

 

“Do nothing                      

from selfishness or 

empty conceit, but 

with humility of mind 

regard one another 

as more important 

than yourselves.”               

— Philippians 2:3 

T riumphant member Bob Braun has followed God’s call 

in many ways throughout the years, including as a Lutheran 

pastor and as a carpenter. Recently, he found a way to use 

his woodworking skills to help San Antonio-area students be 

successful at their studies despite the limitations and 

challenges brought on by the COVID19 pandemic. 

Bob partnered with Communities in Schools, an 

organization that connects students and their families to 

educational resources tailored to each student’s specific needs. Together, they determined there were 

students who lacked appropriate space to complete their studies now that they were attending school 

remotely. He and several friends then approached Home Depot about donating supplies. They set to work 

and built 50 desks for students at Montgomery Elementary on the northeast side of San Antonio. 

The desks were delivered to the students in early December. 3 

Supporting Area School Children 

Continued on page 6. 



 

Congregational Life 

Becky Sonnen 

 
 

Happy New Year, TLC! Here’s to hoping for a better year 

than 2020. It was certainly an experience that I would 

not like to repeat. I do, however, wish to recognize all 

those wonderful members who have made an effort to 

create a “new normal” for us. Pastor Aaron Richter and 

Deacon Chris St. Clair have certainly gone to great 

lengths to present interesting and often amusing 

worship options. Ryan Anderson has joined them in the 

creation of this year’s Christmas Program, “A Triumphant 

Christmas: The Movie.” Many members have 

participated in the readings, the music presentations, 

and the prayers. Our Praise Band, Music Director Carol 

Snyder, and many guests have offered lovely music for 

our worship services. Many of our ministry leaders have 

been busy doing their respective jobs. Unfortunately, 

that does not include me! With the shutdown of all 

things social, there has not been much required of me. I 

am hoping that at some point in 2021, that will change. 

Plans for 2021, once we feel confident in socializing, 

include a DIY Easter Egg Hunt, monthly picnics, Meet Me 

at the Grill, perhaps a very belated Cowboy Breakfast, 

Trunk or Treat, an ice cream social, and a Christmas 

party. Other events may be added, so if you have ideas, 

feel free to call me. I welcome your ideas! 

 

Servant Outreach 

Amy Coronado 

 
Worship and Music 

Ken Smith 

 
 

      Evangelism 

Lori O’Berg 

Property and Resources 

OPEN 

This important ministry team lead is responsible for 

the care of the church grounds and buildings. If you 

feel called to help the church in this ministry or just 

have questions about it, please call John Gallo at 

(281)435-9794 or send him an email. Thank you! 

 

Ministry Support 

Don Kurtti 

 

 

Stewardship 

Jessica Anderson 

 

 

Discipleship 

Aaron Theilengerdes 

 

 

Early Childhood Programs 

Jennifer Feutz 

 

The Early Childhood Program board would like to 

welcome Jennifer Feutz as the 2021 ECP representative 

to the TLC church council. Jennifer has much experience 

in the childcare field, which will be a great benefit to our 

program. 

Our preschool continues to operate with many safety 

protocols in place. We are grateful to Director Kristin 

Miller and her staff who continue to work in these 

uncertain times and are once again providing a quality 

Christian-based learning environment for the children in 

our community.   

Council News 
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T riumphant Lutheran is now LIVE STREAMING the 

worship services, and SALT (Sound and Light Team) 

is looking for youth and adults to help run the broadcasts! 

Become a TLC Streamer and assist in transmitting our 

worship services to the internet. 
 

For information, send an email to Gordon Hengst or call 

him at (210)651-9090. And feel free to stop by and visit 

the Broadcast Console at the back of the Fellowship Hall 

before or after worship services. 
 

Watch the Live Stream service on our website: triumphantlutheran.org/live-stream 
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Mother’s Day Out (MDO) has not resumed operations. 

We had planned to open in January, but have not had 

any families register their children yet. We are looking at 

options for notifying families in our community that we 

are ready to care for their children. We have made 

several upgrades in the nursery, including freshly 

painted walls and new cribs and window coverings. We 

have also begun cleaning and reorganizing the closets 

and cabinets in the nursery and Heimer Hall, and have 

made several toy donations to local charities. Kristin 

Miller has taken on the additional responsibility of 

overseeing MDO, and we want to thank her for 

coordinating these tasks. 
 

The ECP board meets once a month to review the 

activity of Preschool and MDO. We are looking for new 

people to join the board and assist us in planning the 

future of our ECP programs. If you are interested in 

serving TLC as a board member, please contact Jennifer 

Feutz (see above) or Marilyn Winters. 

Council News 

Council Executive Board 

President 

John Gallo 

 

Vice President 

Barbara Wade 

 

Financial Secretary 

Doug Hammerstrom 

 

Treasurer 

Jim Moreland 
 

Secretary 

Nicholle Seiler  

 

 

 

mailto:ghengst@satx.rr.com
triumphantlutheran.org/live-stream
mailto:wwinters2@satx.rr.com


Jan 3: Luke 2:22 - 40 

 The 2nd Sunday of Christmas 

 Jesus is Presented in the 
Temple: “This child is destined 
for the falling and the rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be opposed 35 so 
that the inner thoughts of 
many will be revealed.” 

 

Jan 10: Matthew 2:1 - 12 

 Epiphany 

 “...they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.” 

 

Jan 17: Mark 1:4 - 11 

 Baptism of Our Lord 

 “And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.’”  

 

Jan 24: Mark 1:14 - 20 

 “Follow me and I will make you 
fish for people.”  

 

Jan 31: Mark 1:21 - 28 

 “He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey 
him.”  

“Supporting …” Cont’d from page 3 
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“You know if you have to keep moving from one place to 

another, working at the kitchen table and have to clear 

everything off, it’s disrupting to their studies,” Braun said. 

“Just to have a place they can keep their supplies and their 

books and all their equipment in one place, I think that 

would help tremendously.” 

Thanks to Bob, Communities in Schools, and Home Depot, 

50 students have their own work space to help them 

succeed at learning. 

*Carlo Jagge. “San Antonio Man Builds 50 Desks.” KSAT.com. 12-30-2020. 

Altar flowers are a lovely 

way to honor God and/or a 

loved one during worship 

services. To contribute altar 

flowers, simply choose an 

open date in the Altar 

Flower book when you 

arrive at in-person worship 

services or send an email to Sharilyn Krauss. Print your 

name and who you are honoring or remembering in the 

appropriate space. Side arrangements are still just $20 and 

center arrangements are $30. You may place a check in the 

offering plate. For added convenience, pay for flowers 

through text giving at (833) 563-0421, the Tithe.ly app on 

your phone, or the church website. Be sure to indicate that 

your donation is for “Altar Flowers.” You may take your 

flowers home to enjoy after the service. Thank you! 

Altar Flowers Needed 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22+-+40&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1+-+12&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A4+-+11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A14+-+20&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A21+-+28&version=NRSV
https://www.ksat.com/news/local/2020/12/10/san-antonio-man-builds-50-desks-donates-to-elementary-students/
mailto:newsletter@triumphantlutheran.org
https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/giving


New Beginnings 

By Rose-Marie Smith 

A happy and blessed 2021 to all! 

A new year means new beginnings. On the first day of a new year, we wish each other “Happy New Year.” As we begin 

2021 however, we need more than this usual hopeful greeting from the people around us. 

My Women’s Bible study this year has been Genesis – a book full of beginnings. In the beginning book of the Bible, 

even the first words are “In the beginning.” The beginning of creation, the beginning of sin, the beginning of murder, 

the beginning of God’s covenant relationship with man, the beginning of God’s plan of redemption, etc. 

In falling to temptation, Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating the fruit from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. 

Joy was lost. God expelled them from the garden, their home. This prevented them from then eating from the Tree of 

Life which would have left them forever living in their sin. Life outside the garden was not easy. They had to work hard. 

Death was everywhere. Animals preyed on each other. Even their firstborn son, Cain, murdered his younger brother, 

Abel. Sin had fully entered their lives. Joy seemed to be draining out. However, 

God had a plan to restore joy through the birth of His own son. Jesus came to 

heal the sick, give sight to the blind, and raise the dead. Jesus entered our world, 

experienced our sorrow, conquered death, and promised to end pain and sorrow.   

The Christian life is a series of new beginnings – of falling and getting up again. When we stumble, we sometimes think 

we have failed yet again and may as well give up. However, our God is the God of new beginnings. He forgives our sins 

and uses our failures to make us wiser and more spiritually mature. 

Do you feel like a failure? Do you need a fresh start? Go to God in humility and He will show you that He is the God of 

new beginnings. With God, new beginnings are possible in our hearts. He will help you let go of the past and start 

clinging tightly to Him. Relationship with Him provides a new hope for all who will fully trust Him.   

Melinda Hengst has a new beginning as a commissioned Stephen Minister. She will bring God’s love into people’s 

hurting lives, walk alongside, and witness His healing care. Others are also prayerfully deciding to enter Stephen 

Ministry training this month. These are definitely new beginnings for them as they answer God’s call in their lives. 

Many people make resolutions on New Year’s Day, promising themselves and sometimes God that in the new year life 

will be different. We pledge to change our habits and develop new behaviors. These resolutions are commendable, 

even serve to grow us spiritually. But often these resolutions are soon forgotten. It is always good to do some self-

evaluation, to face up to changes which we need to make and plan to accomplish them. We can ask the Spirit to help us 

be consistent and persistent in our promises. Our new beginnings will gain a strong footing with Him. 

Our new God-centered beginnings will be a constant source of joy. In the Fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23), joy is 

listed as one of the blessings of having the Holy Spirit living in us. When we live for God, He naturally produces His fruit 

in our lives. Joy is a short, but powerful word. It is more than a moment or circumstance. I was once told that happiness 

is determined by circumstance, but joy resides deep within our soul, no matter the circumstance. Through the Holy 

Spirit, we see Christ in the Word and in the world, finding assurance that God is in control. In John 15, we learn that joy 

is abiding confidently in the vine, which is Jesus. Life comes from the vine. 

As we consider our new year’s beginning, let us reflect how each of us is living in the joy, the confident assurance of 

abiding in Jesus. We must ask ourselves, how are we resolving to bring the joy of Christ into our lives and into the lives 

of others?  

May each of you have a truly joyous 2021! 7 



Seasons of Christmas & Epiphany 
The Season of Christmas 

lasts for 12 days, 

beginning with Christmas 

Day and ending on 

January 5. January 6 is 

the day of Epiphany, 

when the wise men arrived to welcome the Christ 

child to the world. 
 

Curbside Communion 
If you cannot or aren't quite ready to worship                

in person, you can still participate in our online 

worship! The recordings are published on Saturdays, 

and on Facebook on Sundays at 8:30am and 11am. 

You can find the links on our website or in  the 

church app. 

You can participate in communion during the online 

services by picking up communion kits on the 

following dates:  

January 7 & 9   

January 21 & 23 

Thursday pickups are from 5 - 6pm and Saturday 

pickups are from 10am - 11:30am. 
 

Council Retreat 
On Saturday, January 9, the new 2021 Church 

Council will meet to plan for the upcoming year at 

Triumphant. Please keep your church leadership in 

your prayers for a productive day of team building 

and planning. 
 

Council Installation 
Your 2021 Council members will be installed on 

Sunday, January 10. See pages 4 - 5 for the list of 

2021 Council members. 

 

Cantata Kudos from Carol Snyder 
What a year this has been! Because of COVID, my 

review of the cantatas from past years was 

possible. I was reminded of all of the wonderfully 

talented people with whom I've worked over the 

27 years that I've been Minister of Music at 

Triumphant. Once again, I would like to thank each 

person who participated over the years while 

giving of their time and talents. There are even a 

few people who've been a part of every 

cantata! We are truly blessed at Triumphant!  

Thank You from DuParc Family 
The family of Millie Henry — “the hat lady” — 

would like to express their sincere gratitude for 

the generous and very welcome outpouring of love 

and support from our church family during this 

difficult time of change. May the memory of 

mom’s warm smile and joyfulness be with each of 

you as you go about your day.        — The DuParcs 

 

Thank You from the TLC Staff 

Happy New Year to you and 

your family from your TLC Staff. 

We thank you all for the 

generous Christmas bonuses. 

We are honored to serve God 

by serving you. 

 

Church Life 
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Cantata 2016 

https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/sunday-worship
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The Good Steward 
By Mary Gandolfo 

B ut now, this is what the LORD says – he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O 

Israel, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.”                       

— Isaiah 43:1  NIV 

We are not invisible, we are known. And not just known, but known by name. That is pretty powerful 

stuff! This verse tells us that we are also redeemed. I immediately think of the coupons we use for 

50 cents off of a grocery item. I think we are far more valuable than a box of crackers, but that is not 

the point I am getting to. God cares enough about us that he sent a redeemer, one who would seek 

us out and tell us about the love God has for his creation and the specific plans he has for each of 

us, the way our part can help unfold the glory of the God of Jacob and 

of Israel. We each have a part in this world — and it is important. 

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.                                             

— Ephesians 2:10  NIV 

This is one of those verses that is sometimes so hard to wrap my head 

around. Okay, God created me, He calls me by name, He redeems             

me — and now He has plans for me! We have all been there, someone 

in our past (maybe even just a few days ago) says, “I have great plans 

for you!” It is a little intimidating and quite a bit scary to consider this. 

We can plan all we want, but there is already a Master’s plan for us. The expectation has already 

been set. Here is where we have a choice: we can decide to follow the plan or go out on our own.              

It is called “Freedom of the Will.”  What will you do? How will you respond to this calling? Before you 

answer that, consider this: 

Because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he 

who began a good work in you will carry it to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.                      

— Philippians 1:5 – 6  NIV 

We are not alone! Like I said earlier, we are not invisible either. We are purposefully made with a 

plan in place. The Good Steward is a follower, and at the same time a leader. But this work is not 

done in a vacuum. We have someone who is with us all the way, through every decision we make, 

every step we take, every moment of doubt and dismay, surety and joy. God sent us Jesus the 

Christ, and he is our brother in the work to be done — the good works that were prepared for us.  

Join me as I team up and roll up my sleeves. Join me as I learn to recognize those good works 

prepared for me. Join me as we make 2021 a better year, full of hope and joy — a year lived in 

concert with each other and our amazing triune God! 

Join me                                  

as we make 2021                

a better year,                       

full of hope and                        

joy — a year lived in 

concert with each 

other and our 

amazing triune               

God! 

 





1 Michael Borelli, Dan Meyer,                     

Harold Richter, Bill Winters 

2 Katie O’Berg, Vernell Theilengerdes 

3 Ryan Anderson 

4 Jeremy Fernandez, Jay Markus 

6 Paityn Johnston 

7 Mary Gandolfo, Michael Martin 

9 Nicholle Seiler, Jan Wagner 

10 Robin Koch 

12 John Fuller 

13 Gabriel Geleske, David Salgado,        

Shane Skaggs 

14 Emma Henk, Michelle Salazar 

16 Clarine Syamken 

17 Jerome Baumann, Fayla Etrheim,       

Phoebe Etrheim 

18 Lana Mardon, Chad Theilengerdes, 

Alex Lee 

19 Bob Crawford, Laurie Huhndorf,          

Rose-Marie Smith 

20 Mariam Calderon, James Combs-Lay, 

Barbara Gore, Blaine Leachman,        

Allison Moreland 

21 Lukas St.Clair, JT Needham 

22 Shirley Linscombe 

24 Rita Brogdon, Brayden Hall 

25 Gayle Maltby, Kai Seiler 

26 Judy Cullison, Charles Mire 

28 Aaron Theilengerdes 

30 Kris Oberle, Sid Parker,                             
John Reidy 

31 Chloe Crawford, Kye Melendez,                 
Cheryl Fernandez 

 

5 Jason & Amanda Henderson 

9 David & Christi Brinkman 

21 Jerry & DK Guebard 

24 Emilie & Mathew Gray 

31 Dan & Carole Meyer 

The February Trumpet Deadline 

Sunday                      
January 24, 2020 

 

Send Submissions to:                                                   
newsletter@triumphantlutheran.org 

Deb Rowan (Friend of Mary Gandolfo)                          
+12-6-2020 

Rita Aves (Mother of Brit St.Clair)                
+12-14-2020 

Anniversaries & Birthdays 
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21315 Bat Cave Road 

San Antonio, TX  78266 

Triumphant Lutheran Worship Services 

Click here for online worship on YouTube. 

Facebook Premiere Worship: Sundays at 8:30am 

Facebook Premiere Worship: Sundays at 11:00am 

Preschool: Monday - Friday, 9am - 1:45pm 

MDO: Re-opening Soon! 

 

Website: triumphantlutheran.org 

(210) 651-9090                  

Church Emails 
 

Pastor Aaron Richter 
pastoraaron@triumphantlutheran.org 
 
Deacon Chris St. Clair 
deaconchris@triumphantlutheran.org 
 
Sharon Hopkins, Administrator 
administrator@triumphantlutheran.org 
 
Carol Snyder, Music Director 
musicarol820@gmail.com 
 
Sharilyn Krauss, Editor/Webmaster 
newsletter@triumphantlutheran.org 
 
Kristin Miller, Preschool Director 
preschool@triumphantlutheran.org 
 
Frank Fogg, Sexton 
sexton@triumphantlutheran.org 
 
Cindy Carlile, Accounts Payable 
bookkeeper@triumphantlutheran.org 

 

We Grow in Christ to Serve Others. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY8lCKmE4rurIus63YqdDZA
https://www.facebook.com/TriumphantLutheran/
https://www.facebook.com/TriumphantLutheran/
https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/preschool
https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/mother-s-day-out-program
http://www.triumphantlutheran.org/
mailto:pastor@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:deaconchris@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:administrator@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:musicarol820@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:preschool@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:sexton@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:bookkeeper@triumphantlutheran.org

