
Easter Vigil:
A Service of Readings

Since ancient times, humans have gathered around the warmth of fires to tell stories. 
As the church lights the new fire of resurrection on the night of Easter Vigil, let’s 

gather to tell one another the stories of our faith, stories of a God who has protected 
us through countless dangers, found us when we were lost, restored our hope, and 

raised new life out of death. On this holy night, the culmination of the long history of 
salvation is proclaimed by the church throughout the world. With reckless abandon, 
we shout forth the triumph of Jesus Christ over sin, death, and all the powers of evil. 

For the readings, you can use your own personal Bible or click on the included links.



Creation

Genesis 1:1 - 2:4b

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-2%3A4b&version=NIV


Prayer

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity 
of human nature and, yet more wonderfully, 
restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine 
life of the one who came to share our humanity, 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.



Deliverance 
at the Red Sea

Exodus 14:10 - 31, 15:20 - 21

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+14%3A10-31%2C+15%3A20-21&version=NIV


Prayer

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our 
own day: By the power of your mighty arm you once delivered 
your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, a sign for us 
of the salvation offered to everyone by the water of baptism. 
Grant that all the peoples of earth may partake in the salvation 
of the Israelites and dance together on the safe side of the sea, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Salvation Freely 
Offered to All

Isaiah 55:1 - 11

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+55%3A1-11&version=NIV


Prayer

Holy God, you created all things by the power of your Word, 
and you renew the whole earth by your Spirit. Give now the 
water of life to all who thirst for you, that, rejoicing in your 
covenant of mercy, we may bring forth abundant fruit, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Proverbs 8:1 - 8, 19 - 21

and 9:4b - 6

The Wisdom
of God

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+8%3A1+-+8%2C+19+-+21%2C+9%3A4b+-+6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+8%3A1+-+8%2C+19+-+21%2C+9%3A4b+-+6&version=NIV


Prayer

O God, our wisdom, teacher of truth, you fill your house by 
continuing to call all peoples into the way of insight. With 
your food and drink, sustain us in the path of justice, and by 
your love, watch over those whom you have called through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Valley of the Dry Bones
Ezekiel 37:1-14

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=NIV


Prayer

Living God, by the death and resurrection of your Son, you 
have brought us out of sin into righteousness and out of 
death into life. Breathe into us your life-giving Spirit, that 
receiving the gifts of word and sacrament, we may live in the 
hope of all your blessings to come, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen.



Daniel 3:1-29

Deliverance
from the Fiery 
Furnace

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+3%3A1-29&version=NIV


Prayer

Almighty and eternal God, the only hope of the world, by 
the proclamation of your prophets, you declare to us the 
word of salvation. By the grace of your Spirit, increase the 
devotion of all the baptized, that, strengthened by your 
presence, we may withstand hardship and sorrow and be 
united with your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.



Resurrection
“I have seen the Lord.”

John 20:1 -18

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A1+-18&version=NIV


Prayer

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you 
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and 
the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as 
witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your 
glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen.



Easter Vigil:
A Service of Readings

The Church waits at the Lord's tomb, meditating on his suffering and death. 
The Altar is bare. As we anticipate the resurrection, the Easter celebration 

begins, with a spirit of joy that overflows for the next fifty days. 

The Son of God is coming to save YOU!


