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Greetings, People of God at TLC! 

As we began the conversation about having in-person worship and activities, I was reflecting on what 

the last six months or so have been like and what trends emerged while we have not been able to gather 

physically. Here are some things I noticed: 

Wide Worship Participation — We have had 83 families in our congregation lead parts of our online 

worship. 83!!!! And in some of those families, several or all members participated. That is amazing! 

People read Scripture, led our prayers, shared music, and blessed with peace. This number includes 

people of all ages and abilities. This time has taught me that the gifts of our congregation are wide and 

deep, and it’s important to continue finding new ways for us to participate and grow in our faith. 

Ongoing connection — We have not gathered in person in many months, and yet people continue to 

stay connected with each other. I hear about phone conversations, online gatherings, text chains, and a 

whole host of ways that people continue to be the family of God. This has always been a strength, and it 

still is. We’ve also found and experimented with new ways to communicate, continuing the valuable 

work of sharing God’s good news.  

New Ways to Serve — In the early days of this pandemic and with limited protective equipment 

available for healthcare workers, a group of people began making masks, which now number in the 

thousands. People have donated funds to care for our unemployed or underemployed sisters and 

brothers in Christ. Donations of food, school supplies, and baby bottles rattling with coins have 

benefited our community. And this doesn’t include the many other ways that members of our 

congregation have cared for neighbors, friends, family, and their communities. TLC has continued to 

fulfill the “serve others” part of our mission.  

 

Now, as we face the future, all of this illustrates that we are not a congregation that has been stagnant in 

the face of the unprecedented, but instead we have shown creativity, initiative, and faithfulness. I am 

reminded of Philippians 3, and the call to “press forward” in faithfulness and hope despite whatever 

circumstances we might face. This has been a challenging six months, and the struggles we face as a 

congregation, nation, and world are not over. But God’s love, faithfulness, and call continue to press us 

forward to grow in Christ to serve others! 
 

Peace,  

Pastor Aaron Richter 

 

Pastor Aaron’s 
Message 
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During Worship Services 

 Words for the liturgy and songs will be on the screen. 

 If you feel overcome by wearing your mask, please 

feel free to go outside and refresh at any time. 

After Worship Services 

 To maintain safe distancing, please allow ushers to 

show you out, starting with the back rows. 

 Please dispose of your wipes, etc., in the trash cans to 

lessen cleanup for your fellow members. 

Additional Information 

 There will be no snacks or drinks provided. 

 If you know you are ill or feel even slightly ill for any 

reason, please enjoy online worship in your home.  

 Triumphant has purchased and installed an air 

purification system that will improve air quality, 

eliminate odors, and remove viruses and bacteria 

over time.  See paragraph 2 below.   

 There are generally three ways of getting Covid-19: 

1. Surfaces – Sanitized before and after worship.  

2. Air impurity -- Our new air purification system will 

kill 90% of viruses in about an hour from onset and 

100% over time.  The system will be running for at 

least two hours before the service begins.  This is the 

best system available.  We are told it is used in the 

White House. 

3. Close proximity  -- Nothing immediately protects 

against any of:  direct sneezing or coughing, direct 

contact, forced air from loud talking or singing, if any 

occur more than 10 or 15 minutes — even from an 

asymptomatic person. That is why, in addition to the 

new air purification system and sanitizing everything, 

for now we will wear masks, practice safe distancing, 

and stay home if we feel unwell or unsure.  
 

Triumphant Family, 

We have tried to do everything conceivable to 

make worship a safe environment.  Let us all enjoy 

our worship time together, but let us also all be 

smart.  Thank you.  Feedback welcome. 

Your Church Council 

A s you all know, we resumed in-person worship 

this past Sunday, September 27. It was 

wonderful to see the 76 who were able to attend, and 

we hope to be able to see the rest of the congregation 

in the near future. We do need a few more volunteers 

for greeting and ushering.   

SAFETY — SAFETY – SAFETY 

 We follow all local, state, and CDC guidelines.    

 An enhanced air purification system has been  

installed on all buildings, offices, and classrooms on 

campus.  See Additional Information below.  

Before Worship Services   

 Chairs, tables, bathrooms, and all hard surfaces 

(such as door handles) will be sanitized at least 

one hour before each worship service. We have 

new equipment on hand to facilitate this. 

 Ushers will be taking temperatures with touchless 

thermometers at each of the two doors into the 

FH, asking if you are feeling well, etc. 

 Masks will be required for entrance into the FH.   

This is a local and CDC requirement.  Please 

prepare accordingly. Here are worship alternatives 

if you can’t or don’t wish to wear a mask: 

 You may continue to worship online. 

 Prefer not to be in a crowd?  An FM simulcast 

will reach out for 1,000 feet if you would like 

to remain in your car, or bring a radio to listen 

in elsewhere on church property. 

 As you enter the FH we ask that you sign in.  After 

that a hand sanitizer and sanitizing wipes station 

will be available. We ask that you use one or the 

other.  The wipes will also be available for further 

individual use, such as further wiping down your 

chair if you wish or as needed. 

 After you leave the hand cleaning area, another 

usher will provide an individual communion set.  

We will celebrate communion corporately at the 

appropriate time. 

 FH chairs are pre-arranged into groups of 2, 4,  and 

5. Obviously this setup will not be perfect, so 

chairs may have to be moved to accommodate 

your family. Attend to it yourself, remembering 

the  6-foot rule, or ask an usher for assistance. 

Returning to In-Person Worship 

https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/sunday-worship


Servant Outreach 

Amy Coronado 

 

God’s Work. Our Hands. (GWOH) 

Thank you to those who participated in “God’s Work. 

Our Hands.” this year. We were able to spread LOTS OF 

JOY to others thanks to your help! 

Thanksgiving Food Baskets 

Later this month, we will collect items for the Randolph 

Area Christian Assistance Program (RACAP) Thanksgiving 

Meal Basket program. Watch for more details coming 

soon. Thanks in advance for thinking of those in need, 

especially during the holiday season. 

 

Congregational Life 

Becky Sonnen 

 
 

 

Early Childhood Programs 

Marilyn Winters 
 

 

Stewardship 

Jessica Anderson 

 

And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 

and the greatest of these is love.  —1 Cor. 13:13 

Save the date! November 15 is Commitment 

Sunday. Commitment Sunday is intended to be a 

time for you and your family to prayerfully consider 

how you want to give of your time, talents, and 

financial resources in the new year.  2020 has been 

a year of incredible change and uncertainty, which 

can make it difficult to plan, but the Stewardship 

team is here to support you in that 

process. Starting in late October, the 

congregation will begin preparing for 

Commitment Sunday by exploring what it means to 

be faithful, hopeful, and loving in our generosity. Be 

on the lookout for more information, including 

devotionals and opportunities for conversation on 

recognizing how God has been generous in our lives, 

and how we can grow in Christ to serve others 

through our own generosity. 

 

Worship and Music 

Ken Smith 
 

 

Ministry Support 

Jerry Guebard 

 

Discipleship 

Aaron Theilengerdes 

 
 

Property and Resources 

Cody Whitaker 

 

Evangelism 

Nancy Molter 

 

Council Executive Board 

President:  Dennis Feuge     

         dmfeuge47@gmail.com 

Vice President: John Gallo     

         johngallo02@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:  Jim Moreland 

         james.p.moreland@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary: Doug Hammerstrom 

         hawkeye_72@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary: Brian Krauss 

         bker89@gmail.com 

 

Council News 
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Secretary — Keeps a record of attendance and takes 

minutes at the council and congregational meetings. 

Keeps roll of all voting members. 

Evangelism — Coordinates and supervises activities 

that minister to visitors, inactive members, and shut-ins 

through community outreach and welcoming the 

community into our congregation. 

Ministry Support  — Responsible for maintaining 

ongoing functions of the church including finances, 

staff support, and technology. This is accomplished 

through the Finance Team, IT volunteers, and other 

business-related functions.  

 The Finance Team is responsible for all the financial 

aspects of the church operations including but not 

limited to budgets, insurance, debt, and contracts.  

 The Automation Team is responsible for supporting 

the information technology systems of the church. 

Early Childhood Program —- Acts as liaison between 

Preschool/Mother’s Day Out and Council. Has oversight 

responsibility of the Early Childhood Program for the 

Church Council. 
 

The officer positions of Financial Secretary and 

Treasurer will need to be elected, but the incumbent            

is willing to serve another year. The positions of 

Discipleship, Servant Outreach, Stewardship, 

Congregational Life, Property & Resources, and 

Worship & Music are currently mid-term. 

If you think you may be interested, or just have 

questions, please call Council President Dennis Feuge  

at (210) 599-4812 or Council Vice President John Gallo 

(281) 435-9794. Nominations are currently being 

accepted and can also be accepted from the floor at  

the time of the meeting. 
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Sunday, November 15 

11:00am 

Fellowship Hall 
 

All TLC Members, please make plans to attend 

this very important event. We will vote for our 

2021 TLC Council members and the                         

proposed 2021 budget.  

 

The following Church Council terms are 

ending at the end of 2020 and the 

positions need to be filled for the                      

2021 Church Council.  

Please prayerfully consider running for                                      

one of these positions to serve God and                                 

your church community. 
 

President — Calls and presides over congregational 

and council meetings, reviews and insures all Council 

members fulfill their duties as outlined in the 

Constitution and Bylaws. 

Vice President — Assists the President and assumes 

duties of the President if President is unavailable. Leads 

Oktoberfest Team in planning the annual Oktoberfest. 

Congregational Meeting 



 

Oct 4: Matthew 21:33 - 46 

 The Parable of the Tenants 

 “Therefore I tell you that the 
kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a 
people who will produce its 
fruit.” 

  

Oct 11: Matthew 22:1 - 14 

 The Parable of the                 
Wedding Banquet 

 “Many are invited, but few are 
chosen.” 

 

Oct 18: Matthew 22:15 - 22 

 Paying the Imperial Tax           
to Caesar 

 “So give back to Caesar what 
is Caesar’s, and to God what 
is God’s.”  

 

Oct 25: John 8:31 - 36 

 Dispute Over the Belonging          
of Jesus’ Opponents  

 “Very truly I tell you, everyone 
who sins is a slave to sin. Now 
a slave has no permanent 
place in the family, but a son 
belongs to it forever. So if the 
Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed.” 

 In Loving Memory 

Viola Krueger (Aunt of Jerome Baumann)                 
+8-1-2020 

Frances Danis (Friend of the Robinsons)                  
+8-10-2020 

Arthur Luensmann (Cousin of Wilma 
Baumann)  +8-12-2020 

Lois Baldwin (Sister of Jim Lowrie)                     
+8-12-2020 

Ray Pitzen (Neighbor of the Krausses)              
+8-15-2020 

Rita Witzel (Friend of Nancy Hendricks)                  
+8-19-2020 

Ken Sullivan (Friend of Sue Kinzey)                   
+8-27-2020 

CJ Freiman (Friend of Jackie Mitchell)                
+9-6-2020 

JJ Johnson (Neighbor of the Guebards)                  
+9-12-2020 

Ed Bradshaw (Friend of Walter Brown and 
Dennis Feuge)  +9-14-2020 

Michelle Boland (Friend of Allison Moreland)  
+9-19-2020 

Thomas Wallace (Brother-in-law of the 
Guebards)  +9-19-2020 
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Oktoberfest 2020 
We are excited to offer several unique activities for 

Oktoberfest in lieu of an in-person event this year. 

During October and November, we are supporting Comal 

County’s Meals on Wheels program through an 

upcoming online auction for handmade items from 

Creative Blessings, delicious desserts homemade by 

several of TLC’s best bakers, and even this year’s 

gorgeous handmade quilt. Additionally, you may choose 

to donate to Meals on Wheels directly through our 

church website. During worship services, we will 

highlight some special music to celebrate Oktoberfest 

together. Watch the church website and announcements 

for up-to-the-minute details and the link to the online 

auction. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A33+-+46&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A1+-+14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A15+-+22&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A31+-+36&version=NIV
https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/oktoberfest


 

Romans 5:3-4: “Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that                      
suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.” 

 

W hen I was raising my kids, whenever they had life obstacles in front of them, like a 

school assignment due or a big chore that needed to be finished, I would tell them that they 

just needed a little perseverance. I would try to explain to them that life is full of obstacles. 

You fight your way up each hill only to find that there is another hill that needs climbing.   

I was trying to motivate them. But as I look back on that analogy, I can now see that it might not have been 

as motivational as I hoped. In fact, if one always had a hill to climb, it could get darn depressing. It might 

make one stop wanting to climb any hill. 

In Greek mythology, Sisyphus was the king of Ephyra. He was punished for his self-enriching craftiness and 

deceitfulness by being forced to roll an immense boulder up a hill, only for it to roll down every time it 

neared the top, repeating this action for eternity.   

French philosopher, Albert Camus, relates the story of Sisyphus to modern life in “The Myth of Sisyphus.” 

Camus writes that it is because of Sisyphus’ persistence and endless effort in the face of futility that the task 

is a victory, even one that can lead to happiness while struggling. Camus turns the Sisyphean task on its head 

by suggesting that knowledge of what may seem futile, and 

endurance despite it, can lead to happiness. 

I find that my relationship with God is in many ways like 

trying to climb that endless hill. This close connection I seek 

with Christ is always a work in progress. Unfortunately,                  

I often feel the frustrations of daily life getting in the way.                 

I forget the goal because I am focused on the struggle. I 

long to be at the top of the mountain with my arms raised, 

looking down at all the obstacles that I have overcome. But 

I never seem to reach the top.   

As Christians, I think we can agree, our objective should 

always be the joy of knowing Christ, accepting His grace 

and love, and making Him a continuous part of our lives. Using the analogy of always climbing that hill, our 

ascent to that relationship with Christ will always be a continuous journey. Being on the side of the hill and 

seeing the top, seeing the goal, that perfect relationship with God, and knowing that the goal is within our 

reach — that is where we can find the happiness that Camus talks about. That is where you can find the 

energy and endurance to continue the climb. It is the knowledge that Christ understands your challenges, 

sees your efforts, and accepts you as you are that gives you the perseverance to keep climbing the hill.   

So, keep climbing. Our ultimate reward is found in Jesus Christ’s promise — that our eternal 

salvation rests in Him. One day, we will reach the top of the hill!  

Keep Climbing! 
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By Ken Smith 



Pastor & Deacon Appreciation Month 

October is when we traditionally take the 

opportunity to show appreciation to our rostered 

leaders. So take a few minutes out of your day to 

write a note, make a phone call, or send an email to 

Pastor Aaron and Deacon Chris. They have found 

ways to care for this congregation despite the many 

barriers that 2020 has tried to create. And they 

would love to hear from you! 

 

Altar Guild Help Needed 

We are currently looking for a volunteer to lead the 

important ministry of Altar Guild. Paula Salazar has 

done a wonderful job for several years leading this 

ministry, and now feels herself called in a new 

direction. Fortunately, we have outstanding folks 

who support our weekly Altar Guild needs. If you 

feel a calling to lead this amazing group, please let 

us know by sending an email to Ken Smith. 

 

Supporting Our Troops 

Kristi Oberle has deployed to Kuwait for the next 10 

months. Her husband, Ray, has requested that her 

church family be given her mailing address. Please 

feel free to send her as many cards and letters as 

you feel called to do. She misses home and this is a 

small way to help her feel connected. Thanks! 

OBERLE, Kristense 

228th Combat Support Hospital 

APO, AE  09330-9998 

 
ZOOM 

Did you know there is a dedicated webpage to our 

Zoom events? Visit the church website to obtain 

Zoom login information for Wednesday Nite Live get 

togethers and Ladies’ Thursday Morning Bible Study. 

The webpage password is tlclearning. 

 

 

TLC’s NEW Church App 

Our very own church app is currently being 

developed and will be available any day now. With 

the new app, information will be even more easily 

accessible at the touch of a fingertip. As opposed 

to text messaging, YOU get to choose what type of 

notifications you wish to receive, such as youth 

activities, worship updates, and upcoming events. 

Please send any questions or comments to 

newsletter@triumphantlutheran.org. 

 

Photographing Faith Bible Study 

Wednesdays, October 14 — December 9 

6:30pm — 8:00pm in the Gathering Place 

Looking for a unique 

way to study the Bible 

and God’s word in the 

world around us? This 

study will explore a 

variety of concepts of 

Christianity and faith. 

We will also learn and 

apply photographic 

techniques that can be used to capture images 

about the study. Everyone is welcome. No 

photography experience or camera needed. Please 

bring your own Bible. Let’s enjoy the beauty of 

God’s word and world together! 

 

Weekly Podcasts 

“Jesus Calling” podcast: This series for teens 

focuses on what it would be like if God spoke 

directly to YOU! 

“Home with You” podcast: This series for adults 

explores faith in our everyday lives. 

The podcasts are about 2 - 5 minutes each and are 

available on our website. 

 

Church Life 
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YAGM year, she returned to teach there for 3 1/2 

more years. 

“[During] that YAGM year, my faith was broken 

open and put together again. All those years formed 

the foundation for me to think about seminary,” 

said Rode, now a pastor at St. Anthony Park 

Lutheran Church, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Although YAGM will pause in sending out young 

adults during the 2020-2021 year due to COVID-19, 

staff say the future of this program is “very bright.” 

Funded in part by Mission Support, YAGM continues 

to affect the church through its rich cohort of alumni 

who are pursuing callings as rostered leaders, 

educators, farmers, medical professionals, lawyers, 

camp directors, filmmakers, politicians, social 

workers, human rights activists, and more. 

“It really acts as confirmation and affirmation of an 

individual’s call to serve God and welcome our 

neighbors,” Rode said. “YAGM takes this really big 

world and shrinks it down. People who were once 

strangers become neighbors and friends.” 

Published with permission from the ELCA: Stories of 

Faith in Action (SOFIA). Thank you for your generous 

gifts of Mission Support, which made this story of 

faith in action possible. Mission Support is the 

portion of your offering your congregation shares 

with your synod, and your synod shares with the 

churchwide organization. To learn more, visit 

ELCA.org/SOFIA. 

 

J 
essica Craver’s feet felt frozen. 

Recently deployed by ELCA Young Adults in 

Global Mission (YAGM) to the Lutheran 

Church in Australia, she’d failed to pack adequate 

footwear to withstand the continent’s harsh winter. 

Her host mother had noticed. 

“She set out a basin and washed my feet,” Craver 

said. “What a beautiful sign — that we are called to 

serve each other in ways that are uncomfortable.” 

That was four years ago, but Craver, now a nurse in 

Seattle, said the moment continues to influence her 

approach to hospitality when she cares for the city’s 

most vulnerable. 

Such stories are common among the more than 

1,100 YAGM alumni. The program, which recently 

celebrated 20 years, originated from a partnership 

with the U.K. volunteer organization Time for God. 

Since then, it has evolved to include collaborations 

with ELCA companion churches or organizations in 

Argentina/Uruguay, Australia, Central Europe, 

Jerusalem/West Bank, Madagascar, Mexico, Nepal, 

Rwanda, Senegal, and the United Kingdom. 

And it has a history of influencing future ELCA 

leaders. 

YAGM volunteers are formed by our companion 

churches and the ELCA during their time in service; 

they come back to the United States ready to effect 

positive change within our congregations and U.S. 

society,” said Michael Busbey, acting director for 

mission personnel and leadership formation. 

This rings true for Jill Rode, who taught in Thailand 

through YAGM more than 15 years ago. After her 

20 Years of Formative Service 
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5 Brad & Mandy Tellander 

6 Eugene & Rose Huhndorf 

8 Charles & Betty Lynn Snyder 

11 Gary & Nancy Hendricks 

12 Larry & Kathy Beierle 

13 Jerry & Susan Braden 

13 David & Kirsten Sweet 

18 Tom & Judy Cullison 

20 Jacob & Meredith Gonzales 

20 Tom & Lori O’Berg 

22 Robert & Sandy Crawford 

22 Ken & Rose-Marie Smith 

25 Mark & Rebecca Mattison 

26 Rick & Becky Sonnen 

27 Russ & Mickey Sanders 

28 Mike & Eva Loue Brula 

29 Randy & Margaret Robinson 

The November Trumpet Deadline 

Wednesday                      
October 21, 2020 

 

Send Submissions to:                                                   
newsletter@triumphantlutheran.org 

1 Debbie Silvas 

2 Heather Hansen 

3 Herb Knowlson 

4 Rebecca LeBlanc, Jackie Mitchell 

6 Becky Sonnen 

7 Kevin Hinze, Kathy Moser,                     

Kermit Vetter 

8 Doyle Krauss, Andy Still 

11 Sterling Hensley 

12 Jonathan Beierle, Lori Scruggs 

14 Pinka Parker, Charlotte Richter,            

Chris Williams 

15 Wilma Baumann, Mallory Hall,            

Karin Warnock 

17 Eryn Crow, Carole Meyer 

18 Amanda Henderson, Tristan Lee, 

Sharon Stripling 

19 Brenda Albrecht 

20 Mike McDonald, Kelsey Wade 

22 Marcia Brinkman, Evan O’Berg 

23 Emilie Gray, Rod Lleverino 

26 Ryan Etheridge, Mark Schroeder,              

Beth Weber, Bobbie White 

27 Ruby Mude 

28 Beverly Hamby 

29 Will Sharp 
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Anniversaries & Birthdays 

Welcome to the World,                   
Baby Girl!                                            

Leighton Lee was born                              
on August 23                                              

to Jeremy & Laura Cobb 
 

Proud Grandparents: 

Jeff & Robin Koch 

mailto:newsletter@triumphantlutheran.org


21315 Bat Cave Road 

San Antonio, TX  78266 

We Grow in Christ to Serve Others. 

Triumphant Lutheran Worship Services 

Click here for online worship on YouTube. 

Facebook Premiere Worship: Sundays at 8:30am 

Facebook Premiere Worship: Sundays at 11:00am 

Preschool: Monday - Friday, 9am - 1:45pm 

MDO: Temporarily Closed 

 

Website: triumphantlutheran.org 

(210) 651-9090                  

Church Emails 
 

Pastor Aaron Richter 
pastoraaron@triumphantlutheran.org 
 
Deacon Chris St. Clair 
deaconchris@triumphantlutheran.org 
 
Sharon Hopkins, Administrator 
administrator@triumphantlutheran.org 
 
Carol Snyder, Music Director 
musicarol820@gmail.com 
 
Sharilyn Krauss, Editor/Webmaster 
newsletter@triumphantlutheran.org 
 
Kristin Miller, Preschool Director 
preschool@triumphantlutheran.org 
 
Frank Fogg, Sexton 
sexton@triumphantlutheran.org 
 
Cindy Carlile, Accounts Payable 
bookkeeper@triumphantlutheran.org 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY8lCKmE4rurIus63YqdDZA
https://www.facebook.com/TriumphantLutheran/
https://www.facebook.com/TriumphantLutheran/
https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/preschool
https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/mother-s-day-out-program
http://www.triumphantlutheran.org/
mailto:pastor@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:deaconchris@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:administrator@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:musicarol820@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:preschool@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:sexton@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:bookkeeper@triumphantlutheran.org

