
 

We were almost ready to resume in-person worship services before the new COVID-19 case numbers started 

increasing exponentially. Last month’s council Trumpet article, Safety Measures for In-Person Worship, 

describes the specifics of how we will begin and what preparations we are making. This month’s article 

provides the general guidelines from which those specifics were drawn. The two articles together provide 

the current direction for when we do resume in-person worship services. We are hopeful the recent trend of 

greater mask wearing and respecting safe distancing will help attain the guidelines described below in the 

next  two - three months, but safety requires we start seeing actual downtrends. 

 

Congregational and Community Health Guidelines — each of the following must be true: 

• A downward trend of daily new COVID-19 cases reported for 14 consecutive days (accounting for known 

administrative error) for the 3-county combined total of Bexar, Comal, and Guadalupe Counties.  

• The 7-Day Moving Average of daily cases for the 3-county total shows a 14-day downward trend. (The 

Linear Forecast also preferably shows a downward trend, but minimally the 7-Day Moving Average must 

be below the Linear Forecast.) 

• Local healthcare systems are not overburdened and are able to care for all patients. This means the 

number of hospitalizations is either level or showing a downward trend for 14 consecutive days, and 

there are at least 20% of staffed hospital beds available. Also, the San Antonio Area healthcare system 

has sufficient ICU beds and ventilators. 

• Available testing in the area is deemed sufficient for all people and their close contacts.  

 

Congregational Logistical and Training Preparations 

• Needed materials for setting up worship space:  Altar table, candles, Altar hangings, necessary sound 

equipment, chairs, communion materials and kits, and cleaning materials.    

• Sufficient cleaning and protective materials on hand to disinfect surfaces and spaces responsibly and 

thoroughly.   

• Training for how to interact with others for staff and volunteers.  

• Plans made for when congregants and those who have worshipped with us later test positive for              

COVID-19. 

• Cleaning of chairs, restrooms, touch points, and horizontal surfaces to be conducted before and after 

services. 

• Our janitorial contractor will be notified and asked to disinfect the Fellowship Hall (FH) after Sunday 

services. This will be for a deep professional cleaning.   

TLC Guidelines for                          
In-Person Worship 

https://5bbad96a-73be-4128-8ca3-d206d4ea996b.filesusr.com/ugd/b4f4b7_bcadec0c94ee4d9ca2906c913d4c7971.pdf


Worship Space Preparation for In-Person Worship 

• There will be one weekly in-person service until more can be planned as the impact decreases. Members 

and guests with underlying health conditions or who are over 65 may worship either in person or online 

at their discretion. (Online worship will continue after in-person worship resumes and will be available 

until further notice.) 

• Services will initially be conducted in the Fellowship Hall because it is larger and easier to clean. 

• Worship spaces will be scheduled to allow for time to clean and disinfect the chairs and spaces.  

• Everyone attending worship will be screened via a hand-held, no-touch thermometer before entering the 

FH.   

• Everyone attending worship will need to wear a mask. Please prepare accordingly, but yes, extras will be 

on  hand. 

• The number of chairs available will follow the approved state and local guidelines at that time. The 

Worship Team has currently set up the FH with proper spacing that will allow attendance of up to 90. 

• A voluntary reservation system will be implemented to ensure we have a list of attendees (checked off as 

you arrive) in case contact tracing becomes needed. Those who do not use the reservation system can 

sign in manually. 

• When worship concludes, the ushers will dismiss groups and guide them out to help maintain social 

distancing.  

 

Worship Preparation and Conduct will be heavily weighted with safety in mind: 

• The worship service format is at the discretion of the pastor, and may initially be the same as online 

worship.  

• The worship service format will be provided entirely by projector screen. People attending will need to 

bring their own Bible.   

• Individual communion kits will be provided. 

• There will be an offering plate placed in a central location to receive tithes. 

• Chairs will be in groupings of 2, 4, and 5. Select an appropriate grouping while maintaining social 

distancing.  

• Anyone attending service in-person must wear a mask, gloves are optional. Try to avoid personal contact. 

• Signs will be placed around the church property directing people to the FH from the different parking 

lots. 

• To minimize personal contact, we will be unable to provide nursery services, snacks, or coffee at this 

time. 
 

Your Church Council 


