
 

Change In the Chaos 
The Coronavirus pandemic is proving itself to be disruptive, even devastating for 

many. We are in unchartered waters and are not even sure which map to use. 

Here are a couple of big updates from our work and family life: 

 

 
 

Australia YAGM Sent Home  

On the weekend of March 13th the whole world was watching the Covid-19 

Pandemic increase, spread, and take its toll in hot spots. In that time 

our volunteers gathered for some pre-retreat travel in Alice Springs. Henry 

flew up to lead them in their March retreat, usually a 5 day event. Shortly after 

he arrived in Alice Springs we received the news that all YAGM volunteers, 

from all 9 country programs, were being sent back to the US as soon as 

possible, cutting their year of service by 3+ months. The volunteers met this 

news with sadness and shock. The 5 day retreat was shortened to a 1 day 

event of grief, final worship, and goodbyes. They traveled back to their site 

placements (their Australia homes) and left for the US a few days after that.  

 

The theme we kept repeating over those last days, and our worship together, 



 

was "this is so sad because it has been so good." And it was so good, so very 

good. Each of these four were faithful in every aspect of YAGM service - 

immersing into culture, serving with humility, embracing challenges, making 

friends, engaging with difficult topics, looking at justice issues from a 

global perspective, supporting each other as a cohort, growing in faith. We 

are so proud of them and how they have walked through this year of service 

and this abrupt ending.  

Called Back to the US 

Less than 2 days after we found out that the YAGM volunteers were being 

called back to the US we learned that all ELCA Global Mission personnel 

were being asked to return to the US. This is a temporary situation but with 

the uncertainties of the pandemic we are unsure of the timeline for the next 

few months, if not longer. We had about 5 days to pack bags and say a few 

goodbyes. There were a lot of people, and even our whole church 

communities, that we were unable to see before we left. We said "we will see 

you soon," but really don't know when that will be. Along with the rest of the 

world, we wait and watch to see how this virus will continue to unfold and how 

it will affect our lives and work. 

 

We arrived in Texas where we are staying at Kim's mom's house. We spent 

the first 14 days in self-quarantine while her mom stayed with friends. We are 

grateful to report that no one has been sick! We continue to move forward 

with work, staying connected to colleagues and friends in Australia and 

 
 



 

Chicago. Usually, at this time of year, one of us would be traveling to the US 

to interview candidates for the following YAGM cohort. That process has been 

moved entirely online. We look forward with hope and trusting God with the 

myriad unknowns. The boys are doing some homeschooling and enjoying 

down time with their Grandmother.    



  

Homeschoolin' 

Our boys are doing homeschool 

work that is posted online from their 

school in Australia. Silas continues 

to take piano lessons each week 

from his teacher there too. We are 

grateful for this and for the many 

friends who are reaching out during 

this time of transition.  

Here are some themes in our prayers these days. We would love to 

hear from you about how we can be praying for you, especially 

during this time of uncertainty and grief.  



 

• Gratitude - We are so very grateful for good health, a safe place 

to stay, and support from so many friends, churches, family, 

and communities in the US and Australia! We are thankful, 

especially this week, for God's sacrificial love for and unending 

presence with us. 

• Uncertainties - We are all navigating unchartered waters - 

sometimes with fear, sometimes with hope, sometimes with 

grief.  

• Lament - We grieve the short end of the YAGM year. We grieve 

the injustices revealed by this virus, particularly the death rates 

among African American populations and those with less 

resources, lack of health care, or life-situations that prohibit 

them from physical distancing.  
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