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[P] Pastor    [AM] Assisting Minister    [C] Congregation     

 
GATHERING HYMN “A New Commandment”  
      

A new commandment I give unto you,  
that you love one another as I have loved you, 
that you love one another as I have loved you. 
By this shall people know you are my disciples: 

If you have love for one another; 
By this shall people know you are my disciples:  

if you have love one for another. 
    

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
[P] Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, death, 

and the devil – all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to which we 
were called at baptism. 

 
 Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of 

reconciliation.  On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the 
celebration of the great Three Days, reconciled with God and with one another.  

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

[P]   Most merciful God, 
[C]    we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We  
 have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For  
 the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so  
 that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 
[P]   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ.  By grace you have been saved. In the name of +Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy spirit that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 

[C]   Amen 

 
THE GREETING                                                                                                    
[P]   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with  
        you all. 
[C]   And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY    
[P]  Let us pray. 
 

 Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all people, and in the 
washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service.  Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these signs of our life in faith may speak again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh our bodies, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

[C] Amen.        
 

GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35  

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 

world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 

end. 2 The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. 

And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 

that he had come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from the table, took off his outer 

robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash 

the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6 He came to 

Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered, “You 

do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You will 

never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with 

me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 

head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the 

feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11 For he knew who was to 

betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 

them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are 

right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 

ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you also should do as 

I have done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 

messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed 

if you do them.” 

31b “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has 

been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little 

children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so 

now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, 

that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By 

this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

[P] The Gospel of the Lord. 
[C]  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON    



 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 
 

Beneath the cross of Jesus I long to take my stand; 
the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land, 
a home within a wilderness, a rest upon the way, 

from the burning of the noon-tide heat and burdens of the day. 
 

Upon the cross of Jesus, my eye at times can see 
the very dying form of one who suffered there for me. 

And from my contrite heart, with tears, two wonders I confess: 
the wonder of his glorious love and my unworthiness. 

 

I take, O cross, your shadow for my abiding place; 
I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face; 

content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss, 
my sinful self my only shame, my glory all, the cross. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 

 

WASHING 
[P]   On this night we have heard our Lord’s commandment to love one another as he has loved us. We 

who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to each other 
as Jesus became our servant. Our commitment to this loving service is signified in the washing 
following the example our Lord gave us on the night before his death.  

 
As we remember Jesus washing the disciples’ feet as how we can love one another, take some time to 
wash the hands of those in your household. As you scrub and dry their hands, say this blessing: 
 

May Jesus’ command to love one another move through these hands and guide this child 
of God! 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC “Gethsemane” Kat McGrew 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,      As we forgive those 
 hallowed be thy name,              who trespass against us; 
 thy kingdom come,     and lead us not into temptation, 
 thy will be done,          but deliver us from evil. 
  on earth as it is in heaven.   For thine is the kingdom, 
Give us this day our daily bread;       and the power, and the glory 
 and forgive us our trespasses,                    forever and ever. Amen.   

 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
Reading of Psalm 22  
 

The blessing and dismissal are omitted.  All depart in silence. 
 


